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Voluntary incentive programs are offered to eligible 

landowners and agricultural producers to help 

manage natural resources in a sustainable 

manner.

Through these programs the agency approves 

contracts to provide financial assistance to help 

plan and implement conservation practices that 

address natural resource concerns or opportunities 

to help save energy, improve soil, water, plant, air, 

animal and related resources on agricultural lands 
and non-industrial private forest land.

USDA 2018 Farm Bill



General Program Eligibility
• Be a person, legal entity, Indian Tribe, native 

corporation, or joint operation with signature 
authority.

• Engaged in agricultural production or forestry 
management or have an interest in the agricultural or 
forestry operation associated with the land offered for 
enrollment

• Establish farm records with the Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) and meet the required certifications
– Average Gross Income

– Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation Certification

• Have control of the land when obligating contract and 
when receiving payment. 3
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2018 Farm Bill

Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP)

Provides financial and technical 

assistance to agricultural 

producers to plan and implement 

conservation practices that 

improve soil, water, plant, 

animal, air and related natural 

resources on agricultural land 

and non-industrial private 

forestland. environmental 

regulations.

Concrete Ditches

Pipelines – Livestock and Irrigation 

Troughs/Storage 

Ponds

Fencing

Wildlife habitat

Brush Management



EQIP Eligibility

• Meet General Eligibility plus
• Land Eligibility

– agricultural or nonindustrial private forestland
– Private, Public, Indian Land

• Irrigation History Requirements 
– Irrigated 2 out of last 5 years to qualify for irrigation related 

practices

• Water Management Entity
– A State irrigation district, ground water management 

district, acequia, land grant-merced, or similar entity
– Has jurisdiction or responsibilities related to water delivery 

or management to eligible lands

5
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National EQIP Initiatives

Offered in New Mexico 

• Strike Force 

•  Lesser Prairie Chicken 

•  Organic 

•  National Water Quality Initiative 

•  Joint Chiefs 

•  WaterSMART 

•  Source Water 

7



State and Local Initiatives in New Mexico

8

• Initiatives are based on recommendations from Local Work Groups 
and State Technical Committee

• NM High Tunnel System (General and BFR) 
•    NM Conservation Activity Plans 
•    NM Beginning Farmer or Rancher (BFR) 
•    NM Socially Disadvantaged (SD) 
•    NM Organic (Transitioning and Certified) 
•    NM Energy 
•    NM Wildlife 
•    Water Management Entities (WME’s) 
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Practice Extent Number Financial 

Assistance

Brush Management 45,900 Ac. 249 $3,200,027

Conservation Crop Rotation 2,995 Ac. 30 $1,200,033

Irrigation Pipeline 129,976 Ft. 104 $1,768,254

Sprinkler System 2,488 Ac. 53 $2,675,218

Fence 798,384  Ft. 144 $1,390,033

Livestock Pipeline 939,333 Ft. 176 $1,256,882

Watering Facility 323 No. 323 $1,493,365

Forest Stand Improvement 794 Ac. 100 $1,046,020

Top 8 Practices in New Mexico



2018 Farm Bill
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Conservation Stewardship Program 
(CSP)

• The Conservation Stewardship 

Program (CSP) offers technical 

and financial assistance to help 

agricultural and forest producers 

take their conservation efforts to 

the next level.

• Provides funding for maintaining 

and improving existing 

conservation systems and 

practices and adopting additional 

conservation activities.  

• 5 year contracts with yearly 

payments



CSP Eligibility

• General Eligibility Plus:
• Be the operator, owner, or other tenant of an agricultural 

operation
• Share in the risk of producing a crop; share in the crop 

available for marketing
• Must include all eligible land associated with an applicant’s 

agricultural or NIPF operation
– Private, Ag Indian Lands, NIPF, Associated Ag Land, Farmstead, 

Public Lands
• Meet the Stewardship Threshold Requirement

– Meet or exceed Two Resources Concerns (RC) at the time of 
application plus

– Meet or exceed at least one additional RC by the end of the 
contract

11



FY 2022 spending

$11.5 million $33 million

BFR- Beginning farmer rancher

SDFR- Socially disadvantaged farmer rancher



FY 2022 CSP Ranking pools

• Agland (range, crop and pasture)

• Agland - Beginning Farmer/Rancher

• Agland - Socially Disadvantaged 
Farmer/Rancher

• Agland-Organic

• Non-Industrial Private Forestland (NIPF) 

• NIPF - Beginning Farmer/Rancher

• NIPF - Socially Disadvantaged Farmer/Rancher



• Other Resource Concerns that are not listed as State Priority 

Resource Concern

• Air quality emissions, Aquatic habitat, Field pesticide loss, 

Salt losses to water, Storage and handling of pollutants, 

Weather resilience

• Ranking considers the number of priority resource concerns 

met and addressed.
14

New Mexico Priority Resource Concerns
Agland  Non-Industrial Private Forestland 
Wind and Water Erosion Wind and Water Erosion
Concentrated Erosion Concentrated Erosion
Degraded Plant Condition Degraded Plant Condition
Pest Pressure Pest Pressure
Livestock Production Limitation Livestock Production Limitation
Terrestrial Habitat Terrestrial Habitat
Source Water Depletion Inefficient Energy Use
Soil Quality Limitations Fire Management



Regional Conservation Partnership Program 

• Promotes coordination between NRCS and 
its partners to deliver conservation 
assistance to producers and landowners. 

• NRCS provides assistance to producers 
through partnership agreements and 
through program contracts or easement 
agreements.

15



2018 Farm Bill

Agricultural Conservation Easement Program 

(ACEP)

16

Easements

Agricultural Land Easements (ALE)

protect the long-term viability of the nation’s 

food supply by preventing conversion of 

productive working lands to non-agricultural 

uses. Land protected by agricultural land 

easements provides additional public benefits, 

including environmental quality, historic 

preservation, wildlife habitat and protection of 

open space.



2018 Farm Bill

Conservation Innovation Grants 
(CIG)

17

Easements

• Competitive grants that drive public and private 

sector innovation in resource conservation. 

• Projects inspire creative problem-solving that 

boosts production on farms, ranches, and 

private forests - ultimately, they improve water 

quality, soil health, and wildlife habitat.



Emergency Watershed Protection Program 
(EWPP)

The EWP Program helps landowners, 
operators, and individuals implement 
emergency recovery measures to 
relieve imminent hazards to life or 
property created by a natural 
disaster that causes a sudden 
impairment of a watershed. 



Eligibility

Private entities or individuals 
may only receive assistance 
through sponsorship by a 
project sponsor (A project 
sponsor is any legal subdivision 
of a State government or a 
State agency)

Assistance based on a 
determination that the current 
condition of the land or 
watershed impairment poses a 
threat to health, life, or 
property.

• (i)  Assistance incudes 
– practices associated with removing threats 

to public health and safety 
– restoring the natural environment to the 

greatest extent practical after natural 
disasters.

• (ii)  “Property” is defined as any artificial 
structure permanently affixed to the land such 
as, but not limited to, houses, buildings, roads, 
utilities, structures, dams, etc.  Standing timber, 
orchards, growing crops, other agronomic 
crops, etc. are not considered property under 
the EWP Program.  If the threat is only to 
standing timber, orchards, growing crops, 
other agronomic crops, etc., it is not eligible for 
EWP Program assistance.

• (iii)  The potential for a threat to life, health, or 
property may be at the site, upstream of the 
site, or downstream of the site



CONSERVATION TECHNICAL 

ASSISTANCE
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What is in a Conservation Plan?

A conservation plan 

identifies the customer’s 

conservation objectives and 

assesses and analyzes the 

natural resources issues on 

that customer’s land related 

to soil, water, animals, 

plants, air, energy, and 

human interaction.

23



What is in a Conservation Plan?

• An aerial photo or diagram of your farm or ranch
• A map of the soils on your farm or ranch and descriptions of 

those soils
• Information on grasses, trees, and broad-leafed plants that 

grow on your farm or ranch
• Resource inventory data which can include crop production 

potential, engineering designs and support data, and potential 
livestock and wildlife carrying capacity

• The location and schedule for applying conservation practices
• A plan of operation and maintenance for conservation systems 

of practices
• Job sheets and fact sheets

24
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NM NRCS Home Page

New Mexico | Natural 

Resources Conservation 

Service (usda.gov)

Google:  NM NRCS

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-state/new-mexico
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-state/new-mexico
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-state/new-mexico
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Questions?

Kris Graham Chavez

505-761-4404

kristin.grahamchavez@usda.gov
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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations 

and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering 

USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender 

identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, 

income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights 

activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). 

Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., 

Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or 

USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay 

Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than 

English. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-

3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a 

letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a 

copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 

(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or 

(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender 
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