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      Current Conditions  

             Impacts          

 Some shifts have occurred over the last 30 days. Wetter conditions still prevail across the southern part of the region with 150-

200% of average common from southern Missouri to Ohio/Michigan. In contrast, much of the rest of the region was drier than 

average with some places less than half of average. (The impacts on ag will be discussed in the next section.) Mostly cooler-

than-average conditions have been prevalent with slightly above average conditions in the northern plains.   

In most years the conditions during June would have 

been mainly good for crops. But with wet soils and de-

layed planting the conditions have been less than help-

ful. The drier conditions and overall warmer conditions 

(combined with plants growing) have started to dry soils 

a little. Final crop planting occurred into late June for 

beans and even a little corn. The late planting date will 

lead to some concerns in the fall because of the need to 

extend the growing season to allow crop maturity. Addi-

tional drying is likely going to be necessary. At this point 

there is not much to say about freeze dates. (Cont.) 

Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile provided by  

Climate Prediction Center 

Images from High Plains Regional Climate Center (HPRCC ), Online Data Services: ACIS Climate Maps. Generated: 6/21/2019 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml
https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps
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     Outlook       

Climate Prediction Center 

The updated July outlooks have some good and not so good 

news for crops in the region. With the onset of very warm 

conditions in late June, several producers had concern about 

a flip to extended warm and dry conditions. Given likely more 

limited root development in many crops, this situation would 

not be beneficial. In fact quite the opposite is likely to be the 

case. Near-to-below-average temperatures are more likely 

throughout much of the region for July. Along with this near 

to above average precipitation is possible.   

(Cont.) Current plots indicate potential issues with black layer 

likely occurring around freeze dates based on some assump-

tions on planting and variety. Various weather-related issues 

continue to impact crops.  Weeds are prevalent due to de-

layed spring weed control.  Wet conditions overall have in-

creased disease issues.  Crusted soils due to rains after 

planting have slowed soybean development in places.    

U2U is a  very useful tool 

for tracking GDD accumu-

lation by location and 

seeing when crops may 

reach tasseling and black 

layer (Useful to Usable).  

Regular rainfalls would not be a bad thing to limit potential 

stress on crops that may have poorly developed roots. More 

excessive rain would not be good. Below-average tempera-

tures are also a problem. Temperatures need to be near to 

slightly above on a regular basis to help advance GDD accu-

mulation. This leads to the concern of delayed development 

mentioned previously. Above-average temperatures in mid-

summer would push temperatures into stress conditions. Ad-

ditional warmth is going to be necessarily from August on as 

well as a delayed first freeze to get crops to maturity safely. 

https://www.usda.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
http://www.weather.gov/
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/
http://drought.unl.edu/
https://www.drought.gov/drought/what-nidis
http://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/
https://www.stateclimate.org/
https://hprcc.unl.edu/index.php
mailto:midwestclimatehub@ars.usda.gov?subject=Ag-Focus%20Outlook
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/hubs/midwest/tools/useful-useable-u2u
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Crop Progress Maps       

U.S. Agriculture Progress Maps Supplied by Brad 

Rippey, USDA – World Agricultural Outlook Board.  

The World Agricultural Outlook Board (WAOB) serves as 
USDA’s focal point for economic intelligence and the com-
modity outlook for U.S. and world agriculture. WAOB coordi-
nates, reviews, and approves the monthly World Agricultural 
Supply and Demand Estimates (WASDE) report as well as long
-term agricultural projections. Additionally, WAOB is the focal 
point for weather-related impacts on agriculture through the 
Office of the Chief Meteorologist.  

https://www.usda.gov/oce/commodity/

