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      Current Conditions 

 Impacts 

Conditions and locations have shifted a bit reaching the middle part of th e growing season. Warmer than average conditions have pre-
vailed over most of the Corn Belt in the last 30 days with cooler conditions in the Plains where more rain has continued. Temperatures 
ranged from 3-4 F above in the far east to 3-4 F below in the west. Below average precipitation (as low as 50% of average) has prevailed 
from eastern Nebraska to Michigan and in parts of Kansas while the Ohio Valley and northern Plains have been wetter than aver age with 
more than double precipitation in places. There are stations which have received more than their yearly average already from January 
into July. 

A wide variety of agricultural issues still exist from the overall wet-

ness and delayed spring/planting as well as the shift to warmer and 

drier conditions in the mid-season.   

Delayed phenology is the ongoing issue as well as wide variation in 
conditions because of the various planting times from late April to 
early June. Overall progress continues to be behind because of the 

delays and inability for the crop to recover from the significant 
delays. Degree day accumulations for later planted crops have 
been closer to or slightly above average. But they still have signifi-

cant risk of delay in the fall. Frost-freeze dates will come in to play 
looking ahead toward the end of the growing season. At this point 
there is little that can be said about freeze dates other than review-

ing averages and noting some trend toward later freeze dates in 
the region. Much crop area will likely be at risk even with close to 
average freeze dates because of the significant delays. (Cont.) 

Corn GDD accumulation varies widely based on combinations of 

planting and variety.  Check your local conditions to produce a plot 

for your location at: https://hprcc.unl.edu/gdd.php   

Images from High Plains Regional Climate Center (HPRCC ), Online Data Services:  ACIS Climate Maps. Gen erated: 7/17/2019 

https://hprcc.unl.edu/gdd.php
https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps
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For More Information 

     Outlook 

One-Month Outlooks provided by the Climate Prediction Center  

The ongoing El Niño, which was one of the influences in conditions 
on the spring and early summer is weakening to become a non-
issue entering the late summer and fall. This change along with soil 

moisture and some model shifts have impacted the late summer 
and fall outlooks reducing some chances for cooler and wetter that 
had existed previously. The August outlook keeps the chance for 

cooler and wetter conditions in the plains, but shows equal chances 
for below or above in the balance of the Corn Belt. The outlook into 
fall maintains mostly equal chances for temperature, but keeps the 

slightly increased chance of precipitation in the plains.   

In the plains the cooler/wetter could impact small grains harvest 
ongoing currently. The EC over the balance of the Corn Belt is 
better for temperature because near to slightly above average 

temperatures are need to move the crop to maturity with lesser 
chance of stress. Rainfall is going to have to be somewhat regular 
still to supply the crops with poorer root systems.   

(Cont.) Flash drought risk has become a concern also with the quick transition to warmer and drier conditions. The heat has put a larger 

demand on crops especially as some reach tasseling.  A large amount of crop was planted into wet soils with additional compaction. 

These crops likely have shallower – poorly developed root systems. Thus, despite ample moisture in most soil profiles the roots may not 

be able to reach deeper into the profile. Later planted crops may still be developing roots helping ease the issue. Curling of corn leaves is 

being reported in a number of states across the Corn Belt. 

Various other issues are also cropping up, lodging due to poorer root systems, storms leading to lodging and hail damage. Weed, disease 
and insect pressures are also apparent. 

https://www.usda.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
http://www.weather.gov/
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/
http://drought.unl.edu/
https://www.drought.gov/drought/what-nidis
http://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/
https://www.stateclimate.org/
https://hprcc.unl.edu/index.php
mailto:midwestclimatehub@ars.usda.gov?subject=Ag-Focus%20Outlook
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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     Corn and Soybean Progress Maps 

U.S. Agriculture Progress Maps Supplied by Brad 

Rippey, USDA – World Agricultural Outlook Board.  

The World Agricultural Outlook Board (WAOB) serves as 
USDA’s focal point for economic intelligence and the com-
modity outlook for U.S. and world agriculture. WAOB coordi-
nates, reviews, and approves the monthly  World Agricultural 
Supply and Demand Estimates (WASDE) report as well as long
-term agricultural projections. Additionally, WAOB is the focal
point for weather-related impacts on agriculture through the

Office of the Chief Meteorologist.

https://www.usda.gov/oce/commodity/


For more information, please visit:  

https://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/hubs/midwest 

Midwest Ag-Focus Climate Outlook 

 Pasture, Wheat and Sorghum Progress Maps 

U.S. Agriculture Progress Maps Supplied by Brad 

Rippey, USDA – World Agricultural Outlook Board.  

The World Agricultural Outlook Board (WAOB) serves as 
USDA’s focal point for economic intelligence and the com-
modity outlook for U.S. and world agriculture. WAOB coordi-
nates, reviews, and approves the monthly  World Agricultural 
Supply and Demand Estimates (WASDE) report as well as long
-term agricultural projections. Additionally, WAOB is the focal
point for weather-related impacts on agriculture through the

Office of the Chief Meteorologist.

https://www.usda.gov/oce/commodity/

