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      Current Conditions  

             Impacts          

 
Cooler temperatures have been the most persistent in the last 30 days with most of the region below average by 2-5°F. Slightly warmer 

temperatures occurred along the Ohio River and in Rockies. Precipitation was quite mixed. Most of the southeast was wetter than average. 

Drier areas were along the northern border and eastern Colorado to Iowa. Cool air temperatures slowed soil temperature increase and dry-

ing of soils. Precipitation kept soils wet. The driest areas (less than 50% of average in places) were not problematic and actually were a posi-

tive allowing more field work and planting to occur.  

Impacts to agriculture are very significant. Delayed 

planting and delayed emergence of planted crops is 

widespread. Wet and cool soils have been the main is-

sues. Every major crop in the region is delayed to some 

extent. Corn is the 3rd slowest planted since 1993 (Note: 

the top 4 latest planted years all ended with below-

trend yields). Soybeans are catching up (at being be-

hind). Many states are 40-50% behind on corn planting.  

Illinois is an astounding 71% behind planting. The win-

dow for planting small grains is near to closing in the 

Northern Plains. (Cont.) 

Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile provided 

by Climate Prediction Center 

Images from High Plains Regional Climate Center (HPRCC ), Online Data Services: ACIS Climate Maps. Generated: 5/2/2019 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml
https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps
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Crop Progress Maps       

(Impacts Cont.) Winter wheat has been the beneficiary (mainly in 

the plains) of conditions (see image on following page). Despite 

being behind development, conditions are quite good. Eastern win-

ter wheat areas have not been as lucky.   

Forage issues (and concerns about feed quantity) have started to 

appear in many states from South Dakota to Ohio. Winter damaged 

alfalfa, more than what was thought, in many locations. Wet/

flooded conditions have damaged many grass areas. And the ex-

tended/severe winter increased winter feed usage. Rangeland are-

as should benefit from the cool and wet conditions.  

Regional Mesonet Program, hosted by Midwest Regional Climate Center.  

 

Least U.S. Corn Planted by May 12 

1993-2019 

1.  1993      27% 

2.  2013      28% 

3.  2019     30% 

4.  1995      31% 

5.  2009      52% 

6.  2011       53% 

7.  1996       53% 

8.  2008       54% 

9.  2018       59% 

10. 2014      61% 

U.S. Soybeans, Corn, Oats Progress and Winter 

Wheat Conditions Maps Supplied by Brad Rippey, 

USDA – World Agricultural Outlook Board.  

https://mrcc.illinois.edu/RMP/currentMaps.html#banner
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Outlook      

The new outlooks include marginal-to-

problematic information for agriculture. 

Similar conditions seem likely to continue 

into June and summer. Cooler and wetter 

are slightly more likely in June for much of 

the Plains.  

The combination of soil moisture, wetter 

conditions and an ongoing El Niño event 

drove much of the outlook discussion for 

June/summer. Summer outlooks increase 

the coverage of likely wetter and cooler 

conditions. Nearly all of the area leans 

wetter. Cooler conditions for summer are 

more likely in the Plains.   
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For More Information 

     One-Month Outlook       

Climate Prediction Center 

The impact issues for agriculture are sev-

eral (even if the outlooks vary some). 

Wetter conditions are likely to slow 

planting and increase disease issues as 

summer progresses. The wetter/cooler 

conditions should generally be better for 

rangeland productivity. Grassland fore-

casts are generally positive for rangeland. 

The near average to cool conditions are 

likely a problem for corn.  

Delayed planting and development 

leave corn in need of GDDs for the sum-

mer. These outlooks provide less 

chance of that in the western/northern 

Corn Belt. The eastern Corn Belt has 

some better chance. The likelihood of 

delayed development/higher moisture 

corn in the fall is increasing.   

https://www.usda.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
http://www.weather.gov/
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/
http://drought.unl.edu/
https://www.drought.gov/drought/what-nidis
http://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/
https://www.stateclimate.org/
https://hprcc.unl.edu/index.php
mailto:midwestclimatehub@ars.usda.gov?subject=Ag-Focus%20Outlook
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

