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Midwest Ag-Focus Climate Outlook 

      Current Conditions  

With the beginning of astronomical spring, we look toward 
beginning of plant growth and field work for agriculture. The 
start of both has been slowed recently due to cool condi-
tions. But the early perennials are starting to appear. The 
beginning of planting season will likely not be starting early 
this year given the outlooks (See outlooks on pg. 2).  

              Impacts 

The additional precipitation has eased drought issues that 

existed in some areas. But dryness definitely does persist 

with impacts in Iowa and parts of the plains. The excess wet-

ness from the rainfalls has seemed to disappear quickly in 

eastern areas based on soil moisture models, which are clos-

er to average for this time of year (which can still be a little 

wet).  Find out more on drought in the U.S. by selecting the 

link below.  

Images from Midwestern Regional Climate Center (MRCC), cli-MATE: MRCC Applications Tools Environment. Generated: 3/21/2018 

Precipitation has been more prevalent in the latter part of 
winter with near to above average over most of the Midwest 
except for northern areas and areas connected to the south-
ern plains.  Temperatures have been several degrees above 
average over the last 30 days in the east to much colder in 
the northern plains.   

U.S. Drought Monitor Map 

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
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      Outlook         

The first look at April outlooks are very similar to cur-
rent conditions. Cooler and wetter conditions are likely 
to persist and slow spring progress in the northern 
plains. The additional precipitation would be beneficial 
to ongoing dry areas, but would likely slow planting 
progress in the corn/soybean areas. Warmer and 
wetter conditions are slightly more likely into the east-
ern corn belt. This would be an odd combination in the 
spring and thus hard to assess potential impacts on 
planting. Given recent rains and more likely early 
planting seems unlikely. But warmer temperatures 
could help out as the month proceeds.   

USA National Phenology Network  

The cooler temperatures have slowed the progress of peren-

nials (as per the National Phenology Network) from the Ohio 

River Valley toward Kansas City. So far this is not too ahead of 

average to be a concern for perennial crops/plants. We will 

continue to monitor with partners throughout the region.  

Some planting has started in southern Illinois already.    

Climate Prediction Center: One-Month Outlook 
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