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Midwest Ag-Focus Climate Outlook 

      Current Conditions  

              Impacts 

Several interesting agricultural impacts occurred in the region. The 

dry and warm area in the southern half of the Corn Belt allowed it 

to be planted more quickly and emerge more quickly. The wet con-

ditions in the band across the northern Corn Belt continued to slow 

planting and development progress despite the overall warmth.  

The flip from cold April to warm May initially has been a help for 

crop progress. But the additional heat has increased evaporative 

demand, helping dry the wet areas, but worsening conditions in 

the dry areas. So far impacts have mainly been contained in the 

wheat areas in Colorado and Kansas. But the grass areas are 

starting to report issues in Missouri and Iowa, as well as some lim-

ited water issues. Crop conditions have not started showing issues 

yet. But the next couple weeks will start to be more critical in 

showing stress. 
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Heavier precipitation occurred into the plains and in an area 

from southern Minnesota to southern Michigan with some 

areas receiving double their average May precipitation.     

Final data for May will gradually be gathered over the next 

few days. Warmth during the month persisted throughout 

the region, but especially in an area from eastern Kanas to 

southern Ohio where temperatures were more than 8oF 

above average. For many of the states in the Midwest, May is 

likely to be top 5 warmest ever.   

Regional Mesonet Program  

http://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/RMP/
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For More Information 

      Outlook         

Outlook conditions for June temperature and precipitation indicate 

some possible continuing issues in the region. Below average 

chances for precipitation exist around the Great Lakes and into the 

central and southern Plains. Increased chances for warmer than 

average temperatures exist across the whole country with the high-

est chances for greater warmth occurring from the western Corn 

Belt into much of the Plains. Crop development should continue to 

quicken given the additional heat.     

This combination of temperature and precipitation would continue 

to cause stress issues particularly in areas already suffering from 

drought. Even areas that receive closer to average precipitation 

could have some problems because of the increased demand on ET 

(evapo-transpiration) by the warmer temperatures. Grass and hay 

are likely to be the first affected. Crops will begin to increase their 

water use into June when water may become more limited. Water 

supply issues will need to be continuously monitored. 

Climate Prediction Center: One-Month Outlook 

In north-central MN, with streamflow indicators now closer to nor-

mal and with improved lake levels, moderate drought (D1) was re-

moved. Dryness and moderate drought across northern MO have 

resulted in a wide array of impacts. These include the implementa-

tion of community water restrictions, very short hay carryover sup-

plies from the recent long cold winter, and short pastures. In south-

western IN, acute rainfall deficits in conjunction with high tempera-

tures lead to the addition of (D0) in this region, and the rapidity of 

this drying out warrants careful reassessment of conditions next 

week.   
Adapted from U.S Drought Monitor 
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